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We are satisfied that your work corresponds to the zeal which animates 
you for the cause of the Church and social order, as well as to your devotion 
to the Apostolic See; and We shall certainly find this to be the case, as 
soon as our occupations allow us to taste some portions thereof. 

But now, as a presage of the salutary fruits which this work will bear 
for the good of religion and society, and as a witness of our satisfaction 
for the good offices you are endeavouring to render Us, We grant you, 
beloved son, and your family, according to your desire, the Apostolic 
benediction, the certain pledge of all the gifts of Heaven. 

Given at Rome, near St. Peter’s, 11th October, 1878, the 28th of our 
Pontificate. Pius IX., Porz. 


No. VII. 
To Our dear Sons, the Editors of the Journal La Croix, at Brussels. 


_ Prius IX., Porz. 


To Our pEAR Sons, HEALTH AND AposToLIc BENEDICTION.—You 
have remarked with justice, dear sons, that the overthrow of religious 
and political order is introduced encouraged and propagated by the 
apostasy of many, by the compromises now so frequent between truth 
and error, and by the cowardice of the greater number. You show 
that there are no other means to employ to resist the invasion of disorder, 
except the force of truth, which it is absolutely necessary to seek where 
Christ has established the Chair of ‘Truth. 

Although We have not been able to read your journal, on account of the 
labours which overwhelm Us, it is nevertheless our duty to praise the 
object of which your letter has informed Us, and with which We have 
learnt that your journal fully corresponds ; namely, to exhibit, to spread 
abroad, to elucidate, and to penetrate minds with all that the Holy See 
has taught against certain culpable doctrines ; doctrines (to say the least) 
false, and received nevertheless in more places than one ; notably against 
Liberal Catholicism, which endeavours to conciliate light with darkness, 
truth with error, Doubtless, you have undertaken a hard and difficult 
combat: as these pernicious doctrines, which open the way to all impious 
enterprises, are at this moment supported with urgency by all who glory 
in favouring the pretended progress of civilization ; by all who, outwardly 
professing religion but not having its true spirit, everywhere talk loudly 
of peace, although they know not the way of peace; drawing to them- 
selves by these proceedings a considerable number of men, who are seduced 
by a selfish love of repose. 

We wish you, then, in these serious conflicts, an aid specially 
efficacious; so that, on the one hand, you may never pass the limits of 
truth and justice, and, on the other, that you may be able to dissipate the 
darkness with which minds are clouded. 

Meanwhile, as a mark of the Divine favour, and the pledge of our 
paternal goodwill, We grant you the Apostolic benediction. 

Given at Rome, near St. Peter’s, 21st May, 1874, the 28th of our 
Pontificate. Prius IX., Por. 
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THE CHURCH’S SOCIAL CONFLICT. 


[Translated, with a few omissions, from an article of F. Ramiére’s, in the 
“ Etudes ” of February, 1876.] 


“ here are we? Whither are we tending?” These are the two 

questions which many are now asking, without waiting for a 
reply. We now purpose casting a general glance over the position, 
measuring the road traversed by the Revolution, and lifting up, if we can, 
a corner of the veil which conceals from us the future. 

I. The war waged against the Church is not exclusively confined to our 
period. But the struggle which has been long noiseless and disguised, 
partial, local, and limited in its pretensions, has, in our time, put on a 
bolder and fiercer character. 

In the first place the struggle is formally a religious struggle. What is 
the cause of the dispute between the Church and her adversaries? Is 
Catholicity reproached, as was formerly the case, with her aversion to the 
liberty of the people, and her preference for absolute monarchy ? Certainly 
not ; we have heard M. de Bismarck allege the contrary. 

The last State which has remained faithful to the Church is a republic 
of the New World; while in the hostile army we see the Swiss Con- 
federacy and the Constitutional Monarchy of Italy holding out the right 
hand of fellowship to German Cresarism and Muscovite autocracy. We 
have no reason to say that now, as in the 16th century, the religious 
quarrel is envenomed by the rivalry of races and national interests. On 
the contrary, we see everywhere these interests sacrificed to hostility 
against the Church. While the founder of the German Empire compro- 
mises its solidity by the most inopportune excitement of religious hatred, 
the soi-disant liberals of Austria, Bavaria, and Belgium show themselves 
ready to purchase the slavery of the Church by the loss of the indepen- 
dence of their respective countries ; and even as to the liberals of Italy 
and France, their fanaticism makes them forget their most bloody disasters 
and their hereditary hatreds, 

The conflict is, then, exclusively religious ; but even within the vast 
circle of religious interests, what is the especial object of the enemy’s 
attack? It is not difficult to discover this: it is the authority of the 
Church or, let us rather say, of Jesus Christ Himself, Who lives and 
rules through the Church. This is not the only dogma attacked ; for the 
anti-Christian army has in its ranks representatives of all the ancient 
heresies; but the link which unites all the various contradictory nega-~ 
tions is the fundamental denial of the power which God has established 
here below to affirm the truth. Thus we have witnessed the intensity of 
the struggle increase, when the Church, to put her own defenders on their 
guard against the seduction of this dangerous heresy, has consolidated the 
basis of her authority, and particularized the conditions of its exercise 
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It is not that the infallibility of the Pope is more odious to our enemies 
than the infallibility of the Church. They well know, although they 
pretend not to know it, that the former, identical with the latter, has not 
a more extensive ground; and, consequently, does not conflict further 
with the domain of reason or with that of the civil power. But so long as 
the organ of the Church’s authority was less clearly defined, they might 
hope to paralyze its action, The Vatican Council has dispelled all 
uncertainty ; and by fixing the faith of Christians, it has dissipated the 
hopes of the enemy, and baffled their intrigues. The Divine authority is 
manifest to all eyes in its unity and universality ; it is present through- 
out all Catholicity by the Episcopate, and personified at Rome in the 
Sovereign Pontiff. A complete affirmation has been opposed to the 
complete negation of contemporary rationalism, which denies all authority 
superior to man. We must not, then, be astonished at seeing this 
decisive point especially attacked. 

The second character of the struggle which we are now witnessing is 
its unparalleled boldness. All false religions and all heresies have sprung 
from the desire inspired in man by the rebellious angel to make himself 
independent of the Divine authority; but, until now, man, in yielding to 
this desire, had not ventured to acknowledge to himself this fact ; and 
only a few isolated members of the Satanic army had presumed to repeat 
the “non-serviam ” with a full consciousness of their perversity. This 
ery has now become the watchword of the whole anti-Catholic army, 
and the resulting liberalism is only its faithful echo. For the first time 
the earth sees a numerous body in open revolt against Heaven, pretending 
to be self-sufficing, and refusing to acknowledge any superior power. 
This intoxication of pride explains the intensity of the hatred, with which 
the authority which represents God on earth is pursued. Seen at this 
point of view, the present struggle appears to us as the culminating point 
of the eternal war between truth and error. 

However great may be the audacity of the Church’s enemies, they do 
not forget that the favourite weapon of Satan is falsehood. So hypocrisy 
is the third mark of the war now waging against the Church. Without 
precluding themselves from open violence when they can exercise it with 
impunity, they for the most part make choice to restrain the Church by 
unjust and arbitrary laws; to shackle her liberty ; to stifle her utter- 
ance ; and paralyze her action. The means employed by the Revolution 
are seduction, falsehood, and deception. How could it succeed in obtaining 
so many victims, were it not for the fallacious promises which it makes so 
freely 2 Civil and political liberties, material and commercial prosperity, 
progress of science and art, equality of rank, fraternity of nations, 
cessation of war—what has it not promised to mankind? And are we 
then astonished that, bewitched by such brilliant promises, modern 
society should have reproduced on a grand scale the scene of the Terres- 
trial Paradise, and stretched its hand to pluck the forbidden fruit? 
What renders this struggle yet more dangerous is that, on the one 
hand, rationalism proceeds with a kind of logic, rigorously deducing 
certain consequences from a principle laid down as an axiom; and that, 
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on the other hand, the children of the Church, by not boldly attacking 
‘this erroneous principle, unskilfully compromising with the error, deprive 
themselves of the strength always to be found in truth. 

Rationalism thus reasons: seeing that every man is free to think what 
he pleases, there is not in the world an authority which can order or 
forbid his thinking in a certain manner. Every man and every society, 
which arrogates to itself such an authority, must be denounced as the 
enemy of human liberty, and consequently cannot claim any share in its 
benefits. And since the Incarnate Word and the Church founded by 
Him claim this authority, liberalism cannot do otherwise than persecute, 
and wage'a bitter war against Jesus Christ and the Church. These few 
lines clearly express the last development of the liberal doctrine. They 
sum up the pleas by which the defenders of Prussian Cesarism endeavour 
to justify its violence; and we must not conceal the fact that the 
favourable reception generally given by the liberal press to this theory, 
gives us room to fear that it will, sooner or later, conduct to a practice 
equally general. 

Tn fact it is already practised in its most dangerous form in many 
a country, where public opinion is not yet prepared for violent persecution 
By banishing religious teaching from schools, liberalism adopts the most 
effectual means to eradicate the faith completely ; and by so doing, it only 
acts consistently with its principles. If the State be not obliged to 
recognize an authority divinely established to teach the truth, it is in its 
province to regulate all that appertains to education ; and according to this 
rule, it should not restrict either the liberty of the teacher or of the 
children. The liberal State is despotic as regards education, and in- 
different to every revealed doctrine. Its teaching then must, consistently, 
remain faithful to this indifference; and if it tend thus to destroy all 
positive faith, this result is simply attributable to the fact that the 
liberal principle is incompatible with Divine authority. 

M. Minghetti, the head of the Italian ministry, has recently told his 
constituents that, following the example of Swiss liberalism, he is pre- 
pared to deduce from the same principles another consequence equally 
oppressive to the Church. The liberal State acknowledging no spiritual 
authority, and being, besides, sovereign judge in every dispute concerning 
property, is not obliged in its adjudication of ecclesiastical property to 
take into consideration the religious opinions of those who elaim its 
revenues. A law, therefore, will be proposed, by which the churches and 
presbyteries (almost all that now belongs to the Catholic Church) will be 
at the disposal of a council elected by a majority of the parishioners. And, 
as true Catholics will not take any part in the election, the Catholic Church 
will be wholly robbed, without material violence, by virtue of the logical 
evolution of the revolutionary principle alone. : 

But that which constitutes the strength of our adversaries, isthe weak- 
ness of the defenders of the truth. What can they oppose to this 
reasoning? Will they say that the rationalist conclusions tend to the 
negation of the rights of God, the annihilation of all truth, the destruc- 
tion of all morality, an oppression of conscience unknown to former 
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persecutors? All this is true; but all this only proves that the liberal 
principle is incompatible with these sacred rights. Deny, then, this 
principle, unless you wish the results to be pressed against you. Un- 
happily; a large number of Catholics do not yet understand this necessity. 
They do not see,—what is, however, transparently evident,—that we cannot 
admit as a right the liberty of error, without thereby denying the 
sovereign right of truth; if they do not explicitly affirm the liberal 
principle, they do not care to deny it ; still less do they dare to assert boldly 
the Christian principle, which is alone capable of saving society. 

This weakness has rendered abortive the reaction repeatedly excited by 
the fatal results of the revolutionary spirit. In endeavouring to-repel the 
consequences without daring to deny the principle, we bring against our- 
selves one of the two great rational weapons—Logic ; and as to the other, 
which we reserve, namely Truth, we completely paralyze it by our 
reticences. Truth has no power as long as it is not affirmed; by dis- 
sembling it we give to our adversary a right to deny it. 

II. We have been setting forth the progressive course of revolutionary 
error, whether it be called “liberalism” or “rationalism” matters little. 
The torrent increases in violence, and threatens soon to overwhelm us— 
to overwhelm even society itself. . . . Are we condemned without hope to 


be lost? As children of the Catholic Church we boldly reply, No; for we | 


know the promises which have been made to her. Moreover, shall we not 
find, exterior even to the principles of faith, motives to reassure us? Let 
us not forget that error has within itself the principles of dissolution ; 
while Truth on the contrary, because it is truth, will sooner or later 
triumph : “ Veritas Domini manet in eternum.” The more violent and 
bitter the combat, the nearer must be the end. What will this end be? 
Could we not do something to render it successful ? 

Without being illuminated by prophetic light, we may, by analyzing 
facts and observing the ways of Providence in the past, form, as regards 
the future, some seriously probable conjecture. What says history? That 
all the errors which have successively assailed the Church have had two 
periods : one, of seduction and increase ; the other, of disenchantment and 
decline, The eternal war between truth and error is divided into a series 
of partial struggles, in which truth is attacked by some especial error, 
dependent on illusion more or less specious. As long as these illusions 
last, weak minds are led captive by them, and error seems certain of 
victory ; but, when the period of disenchantment succeeds this period of 
seduction, the souls who are not completely perverted yield to the influ- 
ence of truth, which God then vouchsafes to display with a brilliancy 
proportioned to the violence of the attack. This theory, which it would 
be easy to prove by history, will permit us to show at what point the pre- 
sent struggle has now. arrived, and determine its connection with those 
which have preceded it. 

‘We have remarked that if error extends its tyrannical power, the reason 
is, that it appeals to the passions ; that, to seduce and draw away people, 
the Revolution is careful to dazzle their eyes with the deceitful glare of false 
good which it so liberally promises. But now at the end one peion. the 
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illusion isin course of being dispelled. Not one of the advantages promised 
to emancipated society, which has not been replaced by the very evil that 
it was to have cured. In the place of political liberty, we have had alter- 
nately the anarchical tyranny of the demagogy, and the despotic tyranny 
of Cesarism. ‘The civil liberties of the Christian ages, which had escaped 
the abusive centralization of the ancien régime, have been crushed out by 
the rod of iron wielded by the bureaucracy. 

The working classes were promised that with the liberty of labour they 
should acquire happiness; and this deceptive liberty has resulted in 
making the workman a mere machine, subjecting him to the fluctuations 
of the labour-market, and placing his labour at the mercy of capital ; 
so that the re-establishment of the ancient corporations was, at the last 
parliamentary inquiry, found to be an object of universal desire. The 
rights of the poor and the sick—yet more sacred—have been openly 
violated by the governments ; which, on the pretext of managing charitable 
foundations, have diminished their revenues and compromised their 
capital. ... 

Much deeper and more irremediable is the disturbance of moral order, 
the first condition of social prosperity. Only to speak of Italy, trans- 
formed and regenerated by liberalism, she had already, in 1872, aequired 
the primacy of crime, as she had in her prisons 72,450 prisoners, a greater 
proportion than in all the other European states. In the budget of 1876 
this number amounts to 85,000. 

Has liberalism kept its promises relative to the progress of science and 
the diffusion of instruction? The Academies of France had already replied 
to this question by accusing the new regime of having killed science ; the 
University of Turin has, through Professor Pacchiotti, re-echoed these 
complaints ; and in Parliament it has been proposed to suppress several of 
the universities which the Church had founded in Italy, and which, once 
so flourishing, are now in want of students. Again, do we not see 
liberalism everywhere using its power to suppress religious schools, and 
condemning Catholic youth to ignorance, rather than furnish them with 
means to preserve their faith ? 

What has the new régime given us in place of that union, which pre- 
viously existed between the different classes of society? Irreconcilable 
hatred, an ever-increasing hostility. All these monarchical or republican 
governments, which we see leagued together to destroy the Divine authority 
of the Church, are themselves menaced by the repugnance, more and 
more violent, which their subjects entertain against all authority. The 
religious question has as a necessary complement the social question. 
Governments must be under an extraordinary blindness, not to see the 
essential connection of these two questions; not to see the impossibility 
of their solving against the Church the religious question, without the 
social question being solved against them. But what they are so unwilling 
to see, cannot fail to be shown them by facts. The respect due to law 
and authority is the essential link of the social body ; when this link is 
completely destroyed, the body will assuredly fall into dissolution. 

It is then no longer possible to deny it: modern society has not derived 
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from its pretended emancipation any of the advantages it promised itself, 
and the expectation of which had seduced it. The invasion of liberalism 
has arrived at its second stage—that of disenchantment. A large number 
of minds already recognize their error ; and it is certain that this number 
will increase, as the results of the liberal heresy become more evident. 
Does this mean that society will of herself return to the truth? No : a 
Special aid of divine grace is indispensable, that she may re-ascend from the 
abyss into which she has so fatally fallen. 

But what is our duty in order to insure success?—Union. Ilowever 
small the number of devoted Catholies, how strong would they be if all— 
united in spirit and heart with the Pope—would oppose a compact phalanx 
and a perfectly concerted action against the enemy! All noble causes are 
now identified with that of the Church, Human dignity, the prerogatives 
of reason, moral liberty, the legitimate autonomy of family and the com- 
munity, the prosperity of the working classes, the alliance of capital and 
labour, authority and liberty, the union of class and the fraternity of the 
people, patriotism and the love of the human race, all these elements of 
individual and social happiness, which liberalism had perverted into irre- 
concilable contradictions and unrealizable Utopias, can only be reconciled 
and realized by the Catholic Faith. We must then rally round the centre 
of unity. Let us not forget that according to the Catholic doctrine, long 
since defined by the Council of Florence before it was defined by the 
Vatican, the Sovereign Pontiff was invested by Jesus Christ with full 
power, not only to teach, but also to direct the Church. Divine assistance 
then has been promised to him, and through him to all those who are 
united with him, not only on questions of faith, but also on questions of 
conduct. Another condition of our strength, another obligation imposed 
on us by the necessity and danger of the Church, is the duty of employing, 
for the triumph of a cause essentially supernatural, supernatural means. 
To speak and write is useful—indispensable ; but all this will be of no 
avail without the grace of God and prayer. It is not semi-Christians, 
men of a purely speculative belief, who are called to overcome the enemies 
of the Church, and to save society. This glorious mission has been 
reserved for the Maccabees : for the true soldiers of God, whose piety in 
the temple equals their valour in the combat ; for men of devotion and 
self-denial. 

It is not only by prayer and speech that we must sustain the interests 
of God. Pius IX. has never ceased to repeat that above all—we must acr: 
act for the Church to comfort her in her distress ; to compensate her for 
her losses, as far as we can ; to provide for her more urgent necessities 3 to 
furnish the means of providing her children with the milk of heavenly 
doctrine, and to defend them from the yenom of an impious education ; to 
contribute generously to the decoration of her temples, to the keeping up 
of those institutions with which her charity had covered the soil of Europe; 
to act energetically with regard to her enemies, to defend her against their 
attacks, and to wrest from them at least that shred of justice, which they 
cannot refuse her without too flagrant self-contradiction. It is true that by 
carrying out their principles to their legitimate end, they succeed in ex- 
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cluding truth from the common rights secured to all errors ; but this extreme 
logic is the last degree of absurdity, and it is by this means that liberalism 
is unmasked to the eyes of all men of good faith, The Falck laws in 
Prussia have done more injury to Protestantism than to Catholicity; and 
when M. de Bismarck recently desired to complete them by remodelling the 
Penal Code, the liberals perceived, a little too late, that they had given 
weapons to the State, from which they would in their turn suffer. We 
shall not then be alone in reclaiming the liberties of the Church. In pro- 
portion asthe tyranny of liberalism is more completely unmasked, honest 
souls will come nearer to us ; and, provided that our courage fail not in the 
struggle, we shall finally ‘succeed, by attracting to ourselves that mass, 
more deceived than factious, which make up the bull of the hostile army. 

We have pointed out to Catholics the conditions of their future triumph, 
by reminding them of their duty, which the leader of the sacred army 
incessantly inculcates to his soldiers in his admirable speeches. Let us add 
a final recommendation of the august Pontiff. Addressing himself espe- 
cially to the French Catholics represented by the pilgrims of Nantes, he 
said: “1 conclude, dear children, by recommending you to rERSEVERE by 
the grace of God in the path which you have entered. Perseverance alone 
can assure you the crown of immortality, What then? Will it be 
possible,—when we see so many unfortunate souls obstinately persisting in 
evil, and vigorously employing, to oppress the Church, all the means sug- 
gested by hypocrisy and violence,—that Catholics shall not equally persevere 
and unite in defending the rights of God, Religion, and the Holy See, in 
claiming for the Church all the liberty due to her? Thank God! This 
duty you are now fulfilling ; you will henceforth fulfil to the end ; as you 
desire that your brow shall be adorned with the crown of Glory.” 


BH. Ramrbre. 


